
A painWing b\ Ping Zheng

3. Ping Zheng: The Voice of WaWer

McClain Galler\ (HoXsWon)

OcWober 30 Ì JanXar\ 8, 2022

From McClain Galler\:

ÑMcClain Galler\ is pleased Wo annoXnce an e[hibiWion of neZ oil-sWick-on-

paper painWings b\ PingbZhengb(b. 1989 in Zhejiang, China).bbZhengÏs imager\ 

is rooWed in naWXre bXW operaWes in a richl\ s\mbolic realm Zhere Whe

YibraWional energ\ of Whe naWXral Zorld merges ZiWh biomorphic absWracWion. In 

depicWing landscapes boWh real and imagined,bZhengbembodies a space Zhere 

she has long foXnd freedom and solace.bThe Voice of WaWerbis Whe arWisWÏs second 

solo e[hibiWion, folloZing oXr inaXgXral presenWaWion of her Zork online in 

2020.

In Whese recenW Zorks,bZhengbcapWXres Whe poWenWial and sense of magic she 

feels WhroXgh XninhibiWed self-e[pression. Each painWing is essenWiall\ a
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mediWaWion, granWing access Wo a place pXlsing ZiWh s\mbolic poWenc\. WiWh

reYerence for arW moYemenWs from spiriWXal absWracWion Wo sXrrealism,bZhengÏs

depicWion of naWXre is inWegrall\ WeWhered Wo bodil\ forms: sensXal cXrYes,

XndXlaWing peaks, orbs, and fX]]\ We[WXres ofWen reappear. In ÑShimmering Sea

MoXnWain,Ò a sXn shines WhroXgh a Yalle\, and Whe resXlWing reéecWion off Whe

ZaWer has an animisWic qXaliW\: a painWerl\, \eW carWoon-like chorXs of neon-

ciWrXs ripples WoZard Xs, XnWil iW ènall\ resolYes inWo Whe calm of a moWWled blXe

and green sea. As Barbara Pollock commenWed in her recenW essa\ aboXW Whe

arWisWÏs Zork: ÑZheng YieZs lighW as a kind of life force, necessar\ Wo propel a

painWing inWo a relaWionship ZiWh Whe YieZer.'Ò
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