
ChrisWian EckarW aW General HardZare

On a gre\ OcWober da\, coloXr ZaV moVWl\ drained from Whe ciW\ aV iW prepared for ZinWer hibernaWion. HoZ glorioXV iW ZaV When, Wo come
Xpon ChriVWian EckarW¶V Zork aW General HardZare ConWemporar\. The painWingV are Vo brighW, Vo VaWXraWed, WhaW Whe\ illXminaWe Whe ZallV
and ceiling ZiWh reflecWed coloXr.

Three large arWZorkV depicW foreVW VceneV WhaW haYe been digiWall\ diVWorWed and oYerlaid ZiWh brighW recWangXlar fieldV of coloXr. PhoWoV of
Whe Zork do noW do jXVWice Wo Whe denViW\ and inWenViW\ of coloXr WhaW WheVe painWingV projecW.

I deVcribe Whem aV painWingV. A VWickler ma\ qXibble. PainWingV? The\ are noW made ZiWh brXVheV and painW. Are WheVe noW mere VofWZare
manipXlaWionV? The caWalogXe We[W referV Wo Whem b\ Whe neXWral Werm µZorkV¶. BXW in man\ Za\V, Whe\ are Yer\ mXch like painWingV. Each
one iV XniqXe and noW prodXced aV mXlWipleV. The\ are preVenWed on VWreWched Belgian linen. Up cloVe, Whe\ haYe Whe qXaliW\ of painWed
VXrfaceV and la\ered VilkVcreenV. AW leaVW from Whe poinW of YieZ of Whe aXdience, Whe\ pla\ Whe parW of painWingV.

InVWallaWion YieZ of ChriVWian EckarW, NeZ ZRUkV aW General HardZare

EckarW creaWeV imageV XVing phoWo ediWing and µgliWching¶ VofWZare. JXVW aV a WradiWional painWer ma\ rel\ on a combinaWion of Wechnical Vkill
and happ\ accidenWV WhaW occXr in Whe mediXm, EckarW condXcWV a parallel proceVV in Whe digiWal realm. DiVWorWionV make Vome areaV hard
Wo focXV on, like a 3D moYie ZiWhoXW Whe glaVVeV. In oWher placeV, Whe backgroXnd foreVW imageV look like Whe\¶Ye been painWed in
ZaWercoloXr or Yer\ Whin gla]eV. Thin coloXred lineV beWZeen Whe larger fieldV look like regiVWraWion errorV on VilkVcreen prinWV. The digiWal
naWXre of image manipXlaWion becomeV a prominenW feaWXre. The e\e VZiWcheV back and forWh beWZeen Veeing Whe abVWracW VhapeV, coloXrV,
and paWWernV on Whe VXrface and Veeing Whe image of Whe WreeV in Whe illXVionar\ Vpace be\ond.

DominaWing Whe VXrfaceV are WranVlXcenW fieldV of brillianW coloXr. ReminiVcenW of coloXr-field painWing, WheVe brighW recWangleV coYer moVW of
Whe image, bXW Ze can Vee paVW Whem aW Whe edgeV and WhroXgh Wheir diaphanoXV VXrfaceV.

ChriVWian EckarW, FRUeVW, 2020, XniqXe, aqXeoXV ink digiWal prinW on Belgian linen, 55´ [ 78.5´

The foreVW VXbjecW maWWer harkenV back Wo NorWhern RomanWic painWing, VXch aV Whe birch foreVW painWingV b\ GXVWaY KlimW. In common ZiWh
Whe RomanWic painWerV, EckarW Ue-preVenWV raWher Whan repreVenWV Whe e[perience of naWXre. The RomanWicV VWroYe Wo recreaWe Whe VenVe of
aZe and grandeXr WhaW Whe\ e[perienced in naWXre WhroXgh Whe mediXm of Wheir arW. IW ZaV noW enoXgh Wo record Whe oXWZard appearance,
RomanWicV VoXghW Wo recreaWe Whe e[hilaraWing poZer of Whe encoXnWer ZiWh Whe landVcape. EckarW XVeV conWemporar\ YiVXal langXage and
Wechnolog\ Wo VeW Xp an e[perience on Whe canYaV WhaW haV Whe Vame emoWiYe feel aV Whe impacW of naWXre.

EckarW haV mainWained a long-VWanding inWereVW in Vacred and hiVWorical religioXV arW. IW¶V noW hard Wo Vee Whe V\mmeWrical foreVW in FRUeVW 2
aV a caWhedral of WreeV. The inWerZeaYing of brancheV lookV like Whe ribV of goWhic archeV oYer a cenWral knaYe. Being in a foreVW like WhiV,
ZiWh Wall WreeV and a high canop\, doeV feel like haYing enWered a Vpecial, eYen Vacred place. 

Sandblom, Michael. "Christian Eckart at General Hardware." 
ARTORONTO.CA, Oct. 2021, https://www.artoronto.ca/?p=47915



ChriVWian EckarW, FRUeVW 2, 2021, XniqXe aqXeoXV ink digiWal prinW on Belgian linen, 48´ [ 104´

The climaWe criViV haV added Wo Whe aVVociaWionV WhaW WreeV eYoke. The red and orange in FRUeVW 1 VXggeVWV Whe brillianW coloXrV of fall
leaYeV. BXW iW¶V alVo Whe coloXr of flameV. We¶Ye Veen foreVWV deVWro\ed b\ fire, b\ droXghW, and b\ commercial deforeVWaWion. AW Whe Vame
Wime, Ze¶Ye come Wo XnderVWand WhaW Whe\ are Whe µlXngV of Whe earWh¶, and WhaW healWh\, abXndanW foreVWV can go a long Za\ WoZardV
VaYing Whe earWh from Whe meVV Ze¶Ye made.

ChriVWian EckarW, FRUeVW 1, 2021, XniqXe aqXeoXV ink digiWal prinW on Belgian linen, 60´ [ 79.75´

EckarW¶V Zork reflecWV a Vearch for neZ Za\V Wo creaWe imageV. IW erodeV Whe boXndarieV beWZeen Whe diVciplineV of phoWograph\, digiWal arW
and painWing. IW referenceV hiVWorical arW precedenWV of VeYeral periodV; iW e[ploreV Whe e[preVViYe poVVibiliWieV of neZ YiVXal langXageV
made poVVible b\ digiWal WoolV. IW WoXcheV on conWemporar\ iVVXeV aboXW oXr enYironmenW, Wechnolog\ and oXr complicaWed relaWionVhip Wo
WheVe WhingV.  

AV rich and comple[ aV Whe conWenW iV, iW ZaV Whe iniWial YiVXal impacW WhaW firVW dreZ me Wo WheVe pieceV. The\ haYe Whe YiVXal pa]a]] Wo
grab \oXr aWWenWion and Whe comple[iW\ WhaW reZardV cloVer VcrXWin\. A perfecW anWidoWe Wo gre\ da\V.

Mikael Sandblom

ImageV are coXrWeV\ of General HardZare ConWemporar\.

*E[hibiWion informaWion: ChriVWian EckarW, NeZ ZRUkV, OcWober 16 ± NoYember 13, 2021, General HardZare ConWemporar\, Back Galler\,
1520 QXeen SWreeW WeVW, ToronWo. Galler\ hoXrV: Wed ± SaW, 12 ± 6 pm.




